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THE PLATFORM OF DEMOCRACY
* AND THE PEOPLE.

The Democratic platform of 186

ghould be strewn brondeast over thoe
whole country, so that every man, wo-
mon and youlh may have It, read it and
alierish It as the revived Magna Char-
ta. of popular right, power and free
gell-government. “Whao would be free,
themselves must strike the blow;' and
go that all may know how and what to
glrike In November, 1900, it is necessary
that everyone should be Informed
thoroughly of what the Democracy pro-
clalms In what Is known as "The Chi-
cago Platform of 183¢—Lhe National
Bill of Rights.”

Of course, it is enough for a cerlain
class of political dudes and social pa-
triols to hear that anything relates to
chartera and bllls of righls, or to any-
thing truly Democralic and popular, for
them to scorn it, as benenth thelr con-
slderntion, vulgar and caddish; but the
people hear the truth gladly, and they
have only to be instructed to act'well
and wisely. Therefore they should
learn thelir platform by heart; and all
of us need to refresh our knowladge of
it, as shield, buckier and sword, In the
fight already begun.

The great declaration opens with n
re-aflirmation of allegiance to the es-
gential principles of justice and llberty
upon whieh our institutions stand;
freedom of speech, press and econ-
sclence; the preservation of personal
rights, the equallty of all eitizens before
the law and the faithful observance of
constitutional limitations,

The party record of reslstance to cen-
Eralizatlon and of malntenance of home,
Belf-government Is necessary to the just
loyalty to tha constitution which creat-
ed the Unlon. Devotion to polltical and
religlous llberty is pledged. But the
money-question is paramount, and, as
the constitulion establlshes gold and
sllver as our money-metals, and as our
laws, firet regulating colnuge, made the
gllver dollar the unit of value and ad-
mitted gold to fres and unlimited coln-
Bge with sllver, neither should be dig-
carded; using both, our former unexam-
pled prosperity endorsed that use; but
the demonetization of gliver had caused
B contrection of currency, Increased the
‘walus of money by depreclatisn of all
other values, bringing hard times upon
all except o few whom the searclly of
meoney enriches ot the exponses of the
many. The restoratlon of tha former
mint law of sliver to aqual privileges
svith gold, at the ratio of 16 to 1 Is do-
maended. The right of option of pay-
ment in allver or gold of all Federal oh-
Hgations payable in coin, should ba re-
talned by government for its own hen-
efit and protection, ns Intended and mu-
tually understood when the obligations
wers mode. Oppositlen to lasulng In-
terest-bearing Londs In time of peace,
eod making traffic of these to banking
gyndicates for gold to sustaln gold mon-
ometalllsm, Congress nlons has power
ko coln and {ssue money, and this pow-
#r cannot be transforred or delegated
to persons ocutslde of the government.
f'he Issue of notes by the Treasury as
money for natlonal banks is condemn-
ed, and it Is demanded that all paper
made legal-tender, or receivable for
JAtaxes, should be lssucd by government,
redeemable In coln, Equal tariff laws
for all sections and commodities, united
%0 the economical expenditures for gov-
‘ernment. Yot opposition to tariff aglta-
' #lon I8 expressed, until the money ques-
Rlon is settled, Tavors an Income-tax,
s held constitutional by our judiclary
lor nearly & century, To protect our

own labor by excludlng foreign con-
tract-labor.

Opposltion to trusts and for laws to
protect the people from the robbery and
oppression of great consolidations of
capital. Denounces the profligale and
wasteful expenditures now in full ca-
reer, and urges a return to Democratic
simpliclty and economy—thus lessen-
Ing the burdens of labor and produc-
tlon. No unconstitutional and arbitary
Intereference by Federal power in loeal
or State affalrs, and especlally objects
to government by injunction ns A NEW
AND HIGHLY DANGEROUS FORM
OF OPPRESSION, by which Federal
Judges, In contempt of the laws of the
States and the rights of cltizens, BE-
COME. AT ONCE LEGISLATORS,
JUDGES AND EXECUTIONERS.

Reocognizes the fust clalm of Union
and other deserving soldiers for pen-
sions. Favors the admisslon o State-
hood of all Terrltories having the nee-
essary population and resources, and
that all officials of the local govern-
ment of any Territory, Including Alas-
ka and the District of Columbia, shall
be bonn flde residents thereof. The
Monroe doctring Is recognized as o par-
amount part of our foreign policy. Sym-
pathy Iz extended to Cuba In her heroie
struggle for liberly and Independence.
Opposed to life-tenure Ih public office:
and In favor of equal opportunitics In
the civil serviee to all eltizens compe-
tent, honest and falthful te the con.
stitutlon. Against a third term for
President. Federal ald for the Improve-
ment of the Mississippl river and other
grent waterways of transportation for
Internol commerce, whenever needed,

The platform concludes thus:

“Confding In the justice of our cause
nnd the necessity of its success at the
polls, we submlit the foregoing decla-
ration of prinelples and purposes (o the
conslderate judgment of the Amerlcan
people. Wo Invite the support of all
cltizens who approve them and who de-
slre to have them made effective
through legislation for the rellet of the
reople and the restoration of the coun-
try's prosperity.

To this will doubtless be added next
year: "Opposition to Terrltorial Ex-
pansion in distant waters, where we In-
cur the dangers of entangling alliances
and of embrollment in Earopean quar.
rels; opposition to foreible annexation,
eriminal aggression, colonlal imperial-
Ism, & standlng army in tlime of peace,
to supplant the constitutionnl militla of
the Stales; and just denunciation of the
miserable and disgraceful mlisrule of
Huannaism.

IDIOMS ARE GRACES.

The Richmond Dispatch has long held
waorthily the undisputed positlon of
Professor of Good English to the press
of Virginla, It not of & wider territory;
but as It has never ussumed the tone
of a stern master, 8o none of the Vir-
ginla newspapers has servllely followed
Its rulings, while all are more or less
Indebted to §t for Information and sug-
gestlon that have served them well in
the use— the proper use—of language,
which enters so largely Into journalis-
tic labor and productlon. In the con-
tinuous use of words and the demand
for them the press has a practice which
does not make perfect: but which, on
the contrary, by Its urgency and hagte,
tends to error and Imperfection: and
hence the necessity for & critle, moni-
tor, censor and correotor so vigilant
and capable as the Dispatch, whose
Willlam F. Drinkard, as a learned doc-
tor of the laws of language, had fow
equals In this Stato as long as he llved,
but who seems to have dropped his
philologleal mantle upon the shoulders
of o worthy successor,

There i3 only one polint of any mo-
ment on which our Richmond contem-
porary seems to err In its Tullngs and
In Inglsting upon tao strongly: and that
Is that. In using the Infinitive mond of
any verb, “to," (the sign of tha Infinl-
tive) must not be separated from the
verb. This Is not based on common
usage, nor on the authority or example
of our great writers of any age; and
even the Dispatch will furnish ecea-
slonal examples in Its aditorial depart-
ment that “natural” expression, as
contrasted with a “stilted” style, often
rythm, and melre, in paetry, too, find
rhytm, and metre, {in poetry, ton, find
this separation sometimes convenlent,
If not Inevitable: and we really see no
grave objection to the practice wherp |y
does not oLscure the sense. Our lan-
guage has too many st folnts in it,
and the tendency of purlats to Inereasne
thesa and destroy cur old {diomatle
forms by a despotle grammarizm s by
no means to be commended. We yols
rather for free speech, than to have our
tongue gagged and our hind manacled
by Iron formulas,

Another fad of the Dispatch Is to
abollsh “you had better do so and g0,"
&e., and #ay “you would better do so
and so," &c. It Is agreed that our con-
temporary has the strict grammatica]
argument with it In this ease, as {1 has,
also. In its rule as to the use of the
infinitive: but we love the old Hberty
of speech and it Idloms, s0 we love
free sneech and its precedents, muni-
ments and guarantees; and “you would
hetter do™ this or that, compared with
“you'd better," or "you had lLetter da'
thls or that, seems to us o barbarism
rather than an Improvement. Slavy is
detestable; but ldloms are graces to be
aherished.

STYLE IN WRITING.

Trevity 1s stlll the soul of wit, and
that form is best which dlearly ex-
nresaes the most In the fewest words,
But to reach this perfection in brevity
tnkes a prodiglous deal of time, asg
averyone who ftrles to do I, well
ltnows. One must first write oul his

thoughts in the words In which he first
concelves, or run the risk of losing it,
especlally In its best points, Then this
original draft has to be gone aver cnre-
fully to eliminate every paragraph
which wanders from “the pending ques-
tion," ar Is unnecessary tq perapleuity,
or force, or fullneas. That of itself, Is a
tedlous process, and requires very care-
ful Judgment and an experience in
averaging the perception and ' intelll-
gence of Lthe mixed multitude for whom
he writes, The soul of wit must have
some body, or else the majority of read-
ers, not having spiritual  discernment,

will entirely fall to discover it, In this

first general revision, too, there may be
necessury expressions added, as well as
contraction made, and every glaring
impropriety of matler or epeech must
be elided mercilessly.

All that, however, tnkes much more
thne and labor than the writing of the
article In its first form did,

The genernl revision accomplished,
then comes the more tedlous examina-
tion of waords, phrases and senténces.
Every redundant word must be ellded;
for, In fdet, every such word is as much
an erTor 18 an unnecessary letter in the
orthography of a word, Every super-
fluous sentence, too, must be sacrificed.
But here, one soon discovers, lles his
greatest danger; for he is famillar with
his subject, while it may be compara-
tively new to hls readers, or somn of
them. He has thought it out, and writ-
ten It out; his business now ls to con-
vey his understanding of the matter to
the understanding of others, and he is
apt to think that what 12 so intelligible
to him, must be equally intelligible to
others. That is o great mistake: 1lke
constructing a bridge not wide enough
for the stream, or making a ladder too
short to reach the helght desired. It is
labor and material thrown awny; and
one soon understands that It is far
better to err in saying toe much than
in saylng too lttle: as in the case of
a bridge or ladfer,—If one be too wide
and the other too long, they at least ne-
compllsh the purpose of each, ns neithoer
would do If too nairrow or too short, re-
spectively.

After this second revision, comes the
final one, in which, in whole and de-
talls, the article must be subjected to
the clogest scrutiny and recelve its final
pollish: ne typographical or grammati-
cal error must escape; every omission
must be supplled; the loglcal connec-
tlon of all the parts must be perfected:
even the rhythm (as necessary to good
prose as to  poetry), though varled,
must be adjusted to a  certain har-
mony;: and the “polnts" made in state-
ment or argument must be sharpened,
and the whole adjusted to @ general
balance and proportlon that will make
it most effective.—But what wrlter for
a dally paper has tlme for all this?

S B

Mr. Charles D. Denit, one of the
editors and proprietors of that really
first-class weekly newspaper, the Salen)
Times-Register, has been nominated by
the Democrats of Roanoke county for
the position of Clerk of Lthe County and
Circuit Courts. He s an all-round
newspaper man, having worked his way
from tha humble pasition of “devil" to
that of jolnt owner and editor and a
falr share of this world's goods. He
is a Democrat all the way up, all the
way down, =1l the way through, and all
the way round, The Virginian-Pilot
hopes the people of his county will
lhave the good sense and patriotism to
elect him by a blg majority.

_—

Colonel Creecy, editor of the Blizn-
Leth City Economist, and the Nestor of
tha North Carolinn press, ls recelving
the congratulations of hls brethren on
the twenty-elghth annlversary of the
birth of Wis paper. Colonel Creecy and
lhils excellent publication do not age.
They are both pright, reliable, up-to-
date, and an honor to their city and

—_ VIRGINIA

Art—The World's Greal Artists.
There convseds will continno nntii
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HOME STUDY GIRGLE

(Copyriighted, 1599,)
DIRECTED BY PROF. SEYMOUR EATON,

SUBJECTS OF STUDY IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY
WILL BE PUBLISHED,

EVERY SUNDAY—

History—Popular Sludies In European History,
EVERY TUESDAY-—

Geography—The World's Great Commercial Products,
EVERY WEDNESDAY— ' ,

Governments of the World of To-day,
EVERY THURSDAY AND FRIDAY—

Literature—Popular Studles in Literature,
EVERY BEATURDAY—

Juue 26(h. Exanvnntions condnoted

by mnll, will be held at (hictr close nsa busis for (ho granting of Certificnies.

GOVERNMENTS OF THE WORLD OF TO-DAY.

IV.—TURKEY.
BY JAMES ALBERT WOODBURN,
PH. D,
(Professor of Polltical Science, Unlver-
slty of Indlann.)

Introduction: IWistortent
onl,

With the fall of Constantinaple in 1452
befure the conquering Turk the eastern
emplre of Rome came Lo an end—an
event with which many writers dite
the beginning of modern history. 1low
to get the Turk out of Europe has been
a problem ever sinve. To the FEurepean
Lody politic Turkish tule is an siten

nnd Folitis

THE SULTAN

neaning of the statement that Turkey
|5 allen to Burope. The government of
Turkey Is European only in a grozraph-
leal sense. In civil and political ldess,
In race and religlon, in its governmen-
tal organizntion, Turkey s Aslatie,, not
European. The Iegislation of the Otlo-
mans was founded originally upon the
custams which prevailed  upon the
eteppes and  platenus of Asia,  The
Turks were modified In their relizlon
wnd thelr nationnl Hfe by dheir con-
version to Islamism. but in thelr prin-
ciples of government they are essen-
tielly what they were upon the Asintic
steppes. The differcnees belsveen  the
governinent of Turkey and that of any
free state of western Eurgpe 18 so fun-

OF TURKEY

State. The Virginlan-Pllot's best wishes
for o century of life and prosperity,
el

When the Norfolk companles come
home they will find that previous wel-
comes glven to other home comers have
not diminished the supply.

A GOOD NMEWSPAPER,
The Methodist (Danville),
Norfolk Virginian-Pilot Elves
wa [rom the Methodist churchies
w State than any daily paper we
know of. Th's 1s one of the very hest
Fapers.in the & th, and richly deserves
s It enjoys.

A GOOD COMBINE.

Friday, March #let, was the first an-
niversary of the lesuance of New Daily
Pilot and the Norfolk Virginian as the
Virginian-Pilot, and it is with pride, as
waoil as gratltude to the people whose
patronage made the results attalned
that we announce that the
: datlon has been a gratifying
success.—Nokfolk Virginlan-Pilat,

This 1s interesting. Before the date
mentionad by our contemporary there
were three morning papers in Norfolk,

and competitlon was so sharp that
nelther the Virginlan nar the Pllot
found business profitable, It was the

most natural thing In the world, there-
fore, for the president of the Vieginian
Campany and the president of the Pilor
Company to consolldate their NEWEpA-
pers under one management, And this
was done in splte of the fact that the
Pilot was violently appased in Its eidi-
torinl corduct to trosts and combines.
At the time that thiz combination wis
effected we prophesied that it would ba
to the benefit of all in interast, We
praphesied that the peaple of Norfolk
would zet in the Virginlan-Pilot n bet-
ter newspaper for one price than either
the Virginian or the Piot was before
the consolldation took place.

Wo pro-
phesied  algo  that the m inis of
Norfolk would get for one price adver-
tising results better than they had re-
celved by paying (two prices 1o the Vir.
ginlan and Pilot under Parale mans
agement. We prophesied in the third
place that the two papers condueted

under one management would thereby
convert losses Into profitg, and that the
venture would be successful, Accord-
Ing to the statement above from Lthe
Virginian-FPilot all thess predictions
have been fulfilled and our contempo-
rary has demonstrated the faet that
in some cages, at least, combines are al-
together deslrable,.—Richmond Times.

aubstance, ke the proverbial thorn in
the fiesh, In 1853, 400 years after the
fall of Constantinople, the praphecy
went forth that Turkish rule in Euo-
rope having dfilled out its alloted 400
years, should now come to an emd, It
was then that Nichoalas, czar of Rus-
In conversation with the Engilsh
ambassador at
Turkey the “sick man.” Na doctor, It
was thoughnt, could restore the e
to health, and the matter of Immedinte

man’s inheritance. Acearding to Nichia-
(Ias' plan  the Buropean provinces af
Turkey—Servia, Bulgarla and Boanin—

were lo be made Independent siates

and, with Maoldavin and Wallachia,
were to be placed. under a Russian pro-
teatora while England was to appro-
printe Bgypt and Candia. However, in
spite of this and many simllar schemes
for the dismemberment of FEuropean
Turkey, the Turkish power In Europs
=till abldes, and it beeomes necessary In
n series of lesgsons on the European
governments of to-day to brjng Turkey
into consideration.

It is Important to notice firgt the

St. Petershurg, called |
fenlk)

concern was to agroe about the dying

damental, 80 wile and deep and far-
renching, that they are to be contrasted
rather than compared, It Is the con-
iratt between barbarism and elviliza-
tion, ““Purkish rulers,"” says Mr. Free-
nian, “have nothing to do with Ru-
rope beyvond the fact that they live and
benr rule within her borders. It (s hard
| to dcserlbe the actual state of things
bi by the use nf words shichh be-
to another states of things, and
when applied to the state of
thinga which exist in southeastern Bu-
rope have no meaning, 1f we use guch
| words as nation, peeple, goveroment,
law, savereignty, subject, we must give
m all speclal and new definitions,
theastern Furope contains nothing

these words in western BEur

M, Freeman remin
the Turk came into nocon-
quering race, thers ha ¥ botween
condquerors and conguered no conlescing
no assimliation, no co=operation, The
TFranks congquered Gaul and wers soon
assimilated In the general mass of the
peapli. So with the Lombards in Italy
and the S8axons In Emngland., But the
Turks are ns alléen in Europe now, just

as distinet from the mass of the peopls
whose land they entered and over whom
they bear rule, as they were 500 years
ago. “They huve not adopted the lan-
tuage nnd manners of the peopls of
the land, nor have the people of the
land adopled thelr langusge and man-
ners. They have never become the
countrymen of the people of the lind:
they atill remaln foreigners and oppTeés-
sors. The so-called government s In o
scnse the hend of the people of fhé
land, but Is simply the head of the eohs
quering strangers. Turkey In Burope
I8 merely “an army of occupation.”

This state of things indlcates H'g
great dlstinction, politically, betwes
Turkey and western Hurope. It Is a
distinction to be accounted for by fan-
damental differences In race, Inn&:uaﬁo
and religion. Above all, It Is the Tark-
Isk religion which prevented the amsime
ilation of thal race Into the political
ind governmental life of Murope, It
8 this which has preventefl the dls-
tinction between the conquered and
conquerar from being overcome. As
Mr. 'reeman points out, to the Engllsh-
man or American "subject” and ‘‘elti-
zen' alike mean a man who Is & mem-
Lber of & political community, and who
has or may have a share In the chelee
of those who make and administer the
luws, The soverelgn Victorim |5 mera-
ly the head of the natlonal bedy of
which the cltizen subjects are controll-
Ing members, But the Christian sub-
Jects of the sultan are merely members
of a body, or race, which Is held In sub-
Jection by a body, or race, of which ths
sultan is the head. Thus, the Turkish
government of non-Turkish subjafts Is
clearly a government of militars fofoe,
The non-Mussulmans are not and probe-
ably neverean be members of the Turk.
Igh polltical eommunity.

TOLITICAT, ORGANIZATION OF

TURKEY,

However, thls Turkish polltleal com-
munity, or natlonality, is organized and
poverncd on prineiples utterly forelgn
to the political thought of the Amerl-
i,

Turkey 1s an unlimited, absalute mon-
wrehy. 1t Is Impossible to study the
povernmoent of Turkey as we would that
of any government of western BEutope,
beituse of the fact that Turkey has no
constitutional organization. It is in the
most cmphatic sense an absolnte mon-
archy. Tlow its proviness are governed
¢ or how they will be governed
erk or next yenr denpends upsn
e and will of a single man.
Turk overnment is pre-eminently a
govermment of men, of rullng fanction-
ariea; 1L g not o government of laws.

Of these rullng functionaries we no-
tice the following:

1. The Sullnn, The sultan Is the con-
stitution and the government. His will
is lnw. Tle appoints and displaces ns he
pleases and in the most willful man-
ner. Without any knewn reason he may
binish o minister to o distant part of
his empire. He I8 now even more ab-
solute than In former years; for the
vresent sultan, Abd-ul-Hamid 11, a
man of ahle naris, has drawn to him-
el much of the power formerly exar-
clged Ly the sublime porte, or the cab-
Inet.

As the sullan’s power is Irresponsi-
We, =0 his pereon Is inviolable. He is
the =acred, anainted ruler In direct de-
scent from the house of Othman, the
founder of the Ottoman empire, The
present sultan is the thirty-fourth In
desicent  from  Othman, the twenty-
clghth since the fall of Constantinople,
By the law of successlon the sultan's
crown is Inherited according to senlorl-
ty by the male descendants of Othman,
All children born In the harerh, which
is considered a state Institutlon, naAre
legitimate, whether born of slave wo-
men or of free, The sultan |s succeed-
e by his eldest son only In case thers
are no uncles or enusins of greater age.

2. The Grand Vizler. Under the su-
preme direction of the sultan the legis.
Iative and executive authority of the
state i8 exerciesd by the high dignlty
known as the grand vizier, He s the
under-head of the temporal government
antd may be Known as the prime min-
Istery,

3. The Shick ul-Isilam. Correspond-
ing to the grand vizler In affairs of
slite i the shiek ul-Islam or the “muf-
tI" for the affalrs of the church. Thia
afMcial is the highest Otloman ecelési-
nstical functionnry, and, ns has been
indleated, represents the sultan in re-
ligious affnirs as the grand vizler doea
in temporal affairs. These twe high
dignltaries are appointed by the sultan
and may be removed hy him. The
Shick ul-Tsiam Is appolnted with the
nominal econcurrence of the “ulema,”
n hody ecomprising the elergy and the

£

chief funetionpnries of the law, over
which the shielk ul-Tslam presides,
he himself does not exoercise

¢ functions, _The ulema  com-
e5 7l the great judges, theologinns,
the great teachers of Hieratura
and of sclence who may be summoned
by the shelk ul-Tslam. As head of the
church the shiek ul-Islam has peculiap
power and influence while In oMee. N
Ottoman sultan was ever deposed unti]
after the mufil had issued a fetva (of-
ficlal opinion) against him; such a totva
once issued it would be very dlMecult,
If mot Impossible, for the soversign to
retain his place.

4. The Bublime Porle. The grand vizler
a5 head of the government and reore-
sentiative of Lhe soverelgn s nssisted
by a privy councll, which corresponds
to what may be called a cabinet. This

its of the following officials, who
dde, subject to the will of the sul-
tan, over their reapective departmernta:
1, the grand vizer, the head of the enb-
inct: 2, the shelk ul-Islam: 3, minister
of the interlor; 4, minister of war: 5,
minister of worship; 6, mihister of pub-
He Instructlon; 7, minister of publie
works, 8, minister of finance; 9, minias-
fer of marine; 10, minister of the oivil
list. All these minlsiers are subjéct to
the absolute power of the sultan, and
together they constitute the sublime
porte,

The Sultan Iy Bound by the Koran. T
thls personal absolutism unmodified
Are there no laws by which the sultan
f2 bound ? The fundamental lawa of the
emplire are based upon the precepts of
the Ioran, and the ebsolute will of the
sultan is restrained only by the pro-
vislon that he shall not eontravene the
teceépted truths of the Mohammedan
religlon n= lald down In  the sacred
hotks of the nrophet. Next to the Ko~
rin the laws of the “Multeka."” a code
formed of the sapposed Eavings and
apinlons of Mohammed and the senten-
rog and deolsiong of his Immediate sue-
ore, are binding upon the saver-
pirn ng well ng vnon his subjects, The
code of laws of Solymen the Magnlf)-
cont ig alsa held in genaral ¢ hadlence,
though only ag an emanation of human
anthority.

DIVISTONS OF THE EMPIRE.

The whole empira Is  divided Into
thirtg-nne  povernments or  pravinces
(vilnyets), and thess are subdivided in-
tn distrlets, subdlsiricets and commu-
nitles, Over each vilayet 18 a vall, or
governor-general. who s asslsted by a
provineinl eouncll. Tha subdivisions of
the emplre are subjected to Inferlor an-
thorities under the superintendence of
the governor-general. Appointment to
the lower dlvilsions ar a modification of
the provines may be made dtreclly by
the sultan, as s sometimes done for po- .
1itleal reasons. -
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